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THE INDIAN POPULATION OF CANADA—ITS HISTORY
‘ " _AND PRESENT CONDITION.

By Tuomas Cross, Esq., OTTawa.

The subject of the Indians of Cannda presents an endless varicty of topics. I shall
confing myself chiefly to a briet review of their history from the time of the white man’s first
arrival among them, as hing the best means of judzing of their criginal character an:l capa-
bilities; statine as_bricfly as may be the nature and consequences of the relations formed
with them hy the English and, Fransh in the past, as bearing_upen their present condiiion,
and als» as being some gnide 8 the proper treatment of those Indians lately come under our
control in the North-West.

Tho first white visitors to Canada were received by the Indians with generous_kindness,
as wis the c1se everywhere on this continent. Ail thoso early writors who had the best
means of judging the Indian character fully supnort theirclaim to the 1 fty title assemed by
the Iroquois—Unkwe honvwe, or rcal men. *‘Thcy are prssessed of sound judgment, lively
imagination, ready concention, and wonderfol memory. "All tho tribes retain atleast some
trace cf an ancient religion, handed down to them from their ancestors. and a form «f govern-
ment., They reflect justly upon the'r affairs. and better than the mass of the people among
ourselves. They prosecute their ends by sure means; they evince a degree of coolness and
composture which would cxceed our patience; they never rermit themselves to indu!ge in
passion, but always, from a sense cf honour and greatness of soul, appear masters of them-
selves. They are high-minded and proud, possess a courago equal to every trial, an intcepid
valour, the most heroic cons' ancy under torments, and an equanimity which neither misfor-
tupes nor rever.es can shake. Towards each other they behave with a natural politeness
and attention.”.... ¢ Tow.rds strancers and tho unfortunateé they cxer ‘isc a degreo cf hos-
pitality and charity which mighl put the inhabitants of Euvope to the blush. ”—(Pére Lfitau.)

Other emly Jesuit and Lecollet missionaries who passed their lives among the Indians
whi'e uncorrupted, bear cqnally stronz testimony to their good qualities and intelligence.
And I havemet many men of culture who. for scientific and cther purpcses, have resided a |
number «f yea' s among the western tribesin our own day, and who all speak highly cf their
good faith, hosp tality and courtesy. This is more _than could have becun expected after the
centuries of debasing infinences they have ) ecen subjected to.

Although the tribes of Canadya are known by many names, they may all (excepting those
juthe North West and DBritich Colcnics) be classed by the standard «f language a3 belonging
to the great families f the Ircquois and Algonqnins. ‘I hese differ so cssentially from each
other 1n character, and in the parts they have played in the bhistory c¢f tho growth of this
country, that it may perhaps bo best to give a separats sketch of the history cf each.

Tor Inoqums,——};acques Cartier found tho Ircgncis dwelling on hoth sides cf the
St. Lawrcnce, in lergo fortified villages (afterwards called “ eastles” by tha English) sur-
rounded by vastficlds of maizoand other produce ; tho {elds being cleared free from stumps
and_carefully tilled and manured. In Hackluyt’s account of the first visit to Ilochelagal
(1535) waread : ** Tho Indians brought us great store cf fish, and ¢f bread made «f millet,
cacting theminto our hoats so thicke that you would have thoughtit to fall from Heaven.’
“They make also sundry sorts of pottago with the said corne, and also of pease and cf
beanes, whereef they have greate store, as also with other {ruits, as mnsk millions and very
greate cowcumbers.” ) . )

We also read coneerning the agriculture of the Indians of New England : ** The Indians,
at the first settloment of the English, performed many acts ¢f kindnes: towards them; they
instructed them inthe manner of planting and dressing, the Indian corn ”~—and ‘- by selling
them corn when pinched with famine, they relieved their distresses, and prevented them from
pctishingin astrange land sand uncultivat d wil erpess ” (Turrbu’s Conreecticut.)

Although rossessing settlements on both sid>s ot tho St. Law:enee. the great sc~t of the
Troquois_Coinfederacy was m western New Yerk, their central council-iire being at Onon-
dag . Here they lived lorg and peacefvl'y until tbei- great wor with the Alg nquini and
Huronse; {rading the'r surplus rrcduce for the furs and s ame f those tribes, the 1ormer of |
whom thev ¢l ed Adirondacs, meaning savag s, from their liviog by tho chase.

Tho Ircquois, or F.uve Naticns, formed o feieral ropublie comprsed of the Mohawks,
Oneidas, Un rdagas, Cayugis and Senecas.  The'r rovernoect iy thus deserited by the
H norab'e Cadw )tader C 1den, Surveyor General cf New York, who -wro o his excel'ert
“Ilistory ¢f the Five Nations” carly in the last cenlurv, when the yower of the Iroquois
was af its beight. I . . 5 =

*+ § ach of these notions is an absolute republic by itself. anda every castle in each nation
mak-s : n indeperdent repub'ic, and is governed in 21l nublic affairs bvi s own sachems or
oldmen., Lheauthority of thesc ru’'ers is gained Iy, an co:gists wholly in tho opinton the
rest of the nation have of their wisd' m and intecrity. They nevercxezuto their reso'utions
by fores uron ar y of their people. Honour and csteem are their principal rewards, as shame
a1d being despised their punishments. They have certiin customws which they observe in
their publie traranctions with other nations anlin their private affairs among themselves,
which it is sca~dalous for anycne arcong them not to observe and these always uraw after
them citter public or privat) resentment when they are broke. | .

& Their Jeaders and captains in like manner obtain { heir authority by the general opinton
of their courage and conduct, an i lose it by afailute in those virrtes.

"% Their great men, both sachems and captains, aie generally poorer than the common
people ; for they affect to give away and to distribute all the presents cr plunder they get in

their treaties or in war, so as to leave nothing to themselves. There is nota man in the

# Hochelaga Oseraki, or beaver dam) was probably so called from the strength of its tripls palisadoa. o)




